Historical materialists can make a significant contribution to these debates by underlining both the particular historical trajectory of such a confrontation and by analysing the dynamics of concrete social formations which often engender these transnational antagonisms. What follows in this article is an attempt to do just that.
But there is a second and perhaps less obvious reason for underscoring the international dimensions of Islamist responses to capitalist crisis in the Maghreb.
And that is to re-introduce into Marxist vocabulary the disused concept of 'populism' as a means of analysing in comparative perspective very specific forms of sociopolitical response to capitalist crisis. These responses, like that of Islamism in the Maghreb, are specific in that they invoke an undifferentiated
